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ſon, age, or country: a great © 5450 pl | 

ly to the ſagacity of that perſon, 3 
try! In ſhort to reject the truths proved by the 
eee eee ee 
I may uſe the expreſſion, to begin rl 
gain in knowledge: e eee 
the very infancy of ſcience: though ſucceſſive 
improvements in many practical arts, built upot 
ancient eſtablifhed Principles, have proved, that 
there was ſome truth in thoſe principles; and 


that we have frequently been obliged to our an- 8 


ceſtors for the maxims they have left us, 2 
ven for abſtract principles, and rules of reaſoning 
The apoſtle's expreſſion ſeems to fu 
many truths eſtabliſhed; as the next words 
_ feem to imply, that we ko ee, 
is juſt, and pure; and he direfts the meditations. - 
of the thoughtful chriftian to all ſuch anal 
principles as are thus eſtabliſhed. He does not 
confine our reſearches, as ſome would limit 
them, merely to the letter of holy ſcripture: 
Sora ns: ary; be neceflary to the full 
underſtanding of holy ſcripture : as figures and 
| allukons are taken from many: and ſome of the 
| te he, and moſt rational com- 
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— charidher: ee 
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of di or ref , greater or leſs, attends e- 
very rank, and vocation in life: and whoever Is 
duly attentive to the means of ing it, to 


he converſes, will find, that dignity is to be 
maintained, not by rigid gravity, or fallen mo- 
roſeneſs on 
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ner trap pete 1 like Leo is ſad of vir. 
X conſiſt in a happy medium 
dent between auſterity and a „„ 
Without eee of this e | 


peer it. ' Forth ley good 
man will be reſpectable, an 


and then complain, that 
ie ee For of the two. extreams a- 
entioned, that of thoughtleſs levity and 
s ſeeins to have too greatly the aſcen - 
ancy in the preſent age. To this inadvertency | AJ 
they are well-apprized; that they are ad . 
pveanced above the years of and ma- | 
ny ſlide down into old age, before 
ns eee een a. ee 
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— to a level, than promiſcuous 
7 and general licentiouſneſs of manner s. 
The proper ſedateneſs inſtilled by ce 
ö Sheen, and a few years regular ſabmiſfio 
to academick diſcipline, will have a ſtrong in- 
fluence: to prevent, or to correct this levity in 
minds where vicious example may have intro- 
duced it. They will here be taught by the dic- 
1 tates of ancient authors, and ſages of renowi, 
1 mtmtmat whatever behaviour ſecures true reſpect 
mamuſt be (conſiſtent with character, conſiſtent 5 
with honeſty, conſiſtent with honour, and the 
relative honour particularly required i in that ſta- 
tion. Wherefore the word among the Latins is | 
often render'd honefium ; which implies all theſe 
qualities. Whereas the engliſh word boneft, as 
| it is tranſlated in the text, does not ſo fully an- 
ſwer the idea of the greek word oa. We 
may remark however, that this injunction of the 
apoſtle ſhould be a recommendation of chriſtian | 
religion to our men of profeſſed honour. For f 
this be their grand fundamental of duty, they 
| have here a full direction to act according to it. 
; Baut then at the ſame time it ought not to ex- 
6 clude out of moral character other principles or 
3 Vͤrtues: being founded in, or eſſentially coinci- 
3 | dent with them. For true honour will NO | 
3 End with which it 4 


tural relations of mankind, ſe ſeemingly oonnect- 
| el whithe reey.namre ond agents, of all 
ally whoſe f af activity reaches be- 
| yond themſelves, aud who may either affe&, or 


by the actions of other beings, will 
' neceſſarily demand the attention of all, whoſe 

| happineſs is ſo deeply founded in ſocial welfare. 
The princip s of natural law are thoſe eſtabliſh- 
cl tules of right and equity, which one rational 
agent may expect from another. On the obſer-= 
vance of theſe the happineſs of ſocial beings is 
made dependent in the order of nature. T 
are what the plan of nature, directive to ſocial - 
to the divine eſtabliſhment, 


dung 
neſs. of the early ſtudies preſcribed to them in 
this place: that the grammar of ſciences, if I 
„ may foftile it, is dull. And it is no wonder, Xx 
: io many it ſhould ſo appear. The cale is, 
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want to haſten into active life, before they e 
fit for it. Speculation is too abſtracte 


cgi too much ſedateneſs for their volatile. 8 


ts, cager to be engaged in action. Many pa- 


_ are too apt to encourage this forwardneſa a 
and thereby ruin many children. For the * 
ments of practical wiſdom are ne 

learnt. But when is this gramms be learnt 
ſo eaſily as in youth ? It will be the ſecurity of 
_ theſe initiates in life, at leaſt a ſecurity of the 
ſtate, wherein they are to ener that t 


+ ſhould be acquainted with the p principles, of wit = 


ral action, befoxe they enter u 
the conduct of every individual will in ſome de- 
gree affect the community. General abſtract 


n action. For. 


rules, whereof experience alone can ſhew the 


full uſe, may perhaps appear dull to young 


minds, for this reaſon, * among others, becauſe | 


3 comprized in general, abſtract terms. 
The meaning of theſe terms is obſcure, or not 
familiar to them, becauſe remote from common 


life, and converſation. Their inexperience veils 


over the uſes, which their forefathers have felt; 


who compiled theſe epitomes of ſcience. "But 


let them wait a little: let them learn the lan-. 
guage of equity : let them pay a deference to the 


experience of the aged, and attend to the leflons 


of active, prudent e who. Rave gone before. | 


them! 
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What he advances « concerning modeſty i is not ; 
Fun to the ears of grave, philoſophick . 
| | ſcholars, whom he afſertsto have taken . great 


«deal of dull pains” in defending it, though Be . 
anker ei gl f e ele to every man of polite | 
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